A resolution of the Duke University Graduate and Professional Student Council
in condemnation of Section 1204 of H.R.1 of the 115th United States Congress:
“Tax Cuts and Jobs Act”.
WHEREAS, Graduate and professional education is necessary for sustaining and creating leaders in many
fields, such as medicine, education, arts, engineering, business, and science; and
WHEREAS, Graduate and professional students are critical to academic endeavors and all associated
industries as participants, instructors, researchers and inventors; and
WHEREAS, Many graduate and professional students cannot directly afford tuition for their programs,
and approximately 153,000 graduate students received qualified tuition remissions in 2011 1, defined as
non-taxable income by U.S. Code § 117d; and
WHEREAS, Approximately 60% of students in higher education take out student loans to pay for
education costs2, and benefit* from Student Loan Interest Deductions (SLID) to help pay off these loans;
and
WHEREAS, Section 1204 of H.R.1 – “Tax Cuts and Jobs Act” (115th Congress) would repeal U.S. Code §
117d and eliminate SLIDs, as well as remove other benefits currently utilized by graduate and
professional students; and
WHEREAS, Were H.R.1 to become law, financial pressure on students would increase, prompting more
to take out loans, while simultaneously removing benefits for those attempting to pay back said loans;
and
WHEREAS, Were H.R.1 to become law, it would disproportionately incentivize students without
personal wealth and those from low- and middle-income families not to pursue a graduate or
professional degree; and
WHEREAS, The administration of Duke University also recognizes3 the threat of this legislation to
graduate education; and
WHEREAS, The solemn duty of GPSC, as is stated in ArII:S1 of its bylaws, is to: “represent and advocate
on behalf of graduate and professional students at Duke University;”,
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GPSC, to officially condemn the inclusion of Section
1204 of H.R.1 in the proposed changes to the US Tax Code, and to advocate against any other changes
to this tax code that disrupt or damage graduate education or the higher education system of the United
States.
*12 million taxpayers in 20142
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